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The Computer Booters website contains information from past meetings and SIG, Special Interest Group, presentations.  Please take advantage of the information offered there and if you find specific areas that are helpful in your particular situation, you might want to save it to your computer or print it out as the previous information will be deleted and only the upcoming information will be retained there.
It’s the time of the year (season) to figure out what needs to be spring cleaned or accomplished before the summer break.  Are you taking a hiatus to beat the heat by preparing to visit a few pleasantly cool restaurants, hotels, mountains or learning new information from seminars, classes or just traveling to new places.

Since our Quicken SIGS are all about finances, whether it’s tracking spending or saving, keeping an eye on investments or planning for the future financially, it’s ALL very important in our rapidly changing world to ponder what aspect of our lives could benefit from examining where we are, currently, and how we can make some improvements to our lives and families.  
Our Checkbook may be in balance, but are WE in our life journey?  Do we spend time and money wisely based upon our personal resources, but also factor in on our calendar moments to learn something new, get out and enjoy nature, see a new place or reflect on a place that interests you.  Find out a little more about it.  What does its name mean?  Examine our “bucket list”, or organize an area of our life that will bring even small satisfaction for which we can be grateful.  It might just add as much joy as finding that error in reconciling a bank statement is actually in OUR favor and not the banks!  Perhaps its our financial records in Quicken that need a little better organizing or is that an area where further study would be valuable and make life a little easier for you.
The Quicken version we are currently using in the club is 2009, but if you are using an older version or perhaps looking for financial software, you might want to consider which Quicken is right for you.

Casual users who want to get a handle on spending could stick to Mint which is free to users.

The Deluxe version adds more options for creating savings including a cash flow graph than does the Starter version of the desktop software.

The Premier offers investment tools.

The start up process in Quicken 2011 is noticeably streamlined when compared to previous versions.  Those who are setting up a profile for the first time can add accounts in just three (3) screens as opposed to five (5) or more – a process that used to take an hour now takes 15 – 20 minutes depending on the number of accounts you have.

The time and work required by the user is vastly reduced in the latest version.  The 2012 won’t be available until late in the year and look for coupons readily available before purchasing it.  For more tips on saving money, please go to the Quicken site below:
http://quicken.intuit.com/set-goals-for-budgeting-and-saving/index.jsp  




You will find information on a variety of topics and numerous places for information on such topics as

Budgeting Basics
Financial Planning

Fun with Finance

Getting out of Debt

Investing 101

Money and Family

Money and Marriage

Saving Smart.
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Quicken makes it easy for you to manage all your bills in one place,  It will remind you of upcoming bills to avoid late fees, add a bill and set up your reminders, as well as editing them.   
http://quicken.intuit.com/content/popups/demos/2011/schedule_bills_video.jsp 
Don’t forget to look on-line into all the areas available to support your questions or needs arising from your use of the Quicken program.
Home 

By going to the above link, you may view several areas of information including checking the daily financial indices, Dow Jones, NASDAQ, or S&P.

Other areas of interest may be: 
· Support
· Invest & Track Growth
· Set Goals & Save
· Basic Money Management
· Products
· Personal Finance Products
· Quicken Deluxe
· Quicken Premier
· Quicken Home & Business
· Quicken Rental Property Manager
· Quicken Essentials for Mac
· Free Online Money Management
· Free iPhone App
· Services & Add-Ons
· Quicken Bill Pay
· Quicken Rewards Visa Credit Card
· Quicken Home Inventory Manager
· Quicken Health Expense Tracker
Below is a list of suggestions for the best practical money saving ideas:
· Get car insurance quotes and make sure that you have health insurance.
· Clip coupons at Coupons.com

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.lduhtrp.net/image-3260979-10395834" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
, SmartSource and PrintableGroceryCoupons.net.
· Buy generic everything. Many generics are exactly the same as brand names.

· Get a mortgage refinance quote to see if you pay too much for home payments.

· Buy in bulk and get rewards cards at the supermarket.

· Insulate your home and use fans and ventilation instead of AC.

· Create a budget.
· Use Skype.com if you talk on the phone a lot, especially internationally.

· Travel cheap. Stay at hostels, Couch Surf or Air BnB.
· Use an online savings account that pays better interest, like ING Direct.
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· Pack lunch and bring coffee to work.

· Have a drink at home before going to the bar.

· Get a rewards credit or debit card.

· Invest your money. Vanguard or Scottrade is a good place to start.

· Get a credit report at AnnualCreditReport.com, the government sponsored credit reporting website.

· Ask for a discount on large purchases like a refrigerator or washing machine.  Don’t hesitate to ask for a discount on most things.
· Take advantage of federal tax credits for energy efficiency with Energy Star.
· Use the library. They have plenty of books, CD’s and DVDs. You can also request that the library buy certain books.  Don’t forget about the museum pass that is free. 

· Make saving a game. Set goals and give yourself a reward if you reach them.

· Don’t follow your impulse. If you feel the urge to buy something, wait a few days and see if you still want it.

· At the grocery store look down. Items below eye level are often cheaper.

· Make a grocery list and stick to it.

· Take up hobbies that don’t cost money.

· Set the thermostat when you’re not home to save energy.

· Use open source software. It’s free and usually as good. For example use Open Office instead of Microsoft Word or Excel.

· Quit smoking. This calculator shows you how much you could save.

· Buy a quality used car instead of new. A new car is worth thousands less as soon as it leaves the lot.

· Food Bank. If you cannot afford food, find a food bank that gives out bags of groceries.

· Get rid of credit card debt. A $20 shirt could actually cost $200 with fees and interest if you don’t pay your credit card bill right away.

· Donate and have yard sales for the stuff that you don’t use.

· Watch for fees. Fees are everywhere; bank fees, atm fees, cash checking fees, late fees. These can add up over time.

· Group discounts. Try to get a bargain on everything and ask if you can get a discount, especially if you have a large group.

· Instead of buying things new, get them used or for free on Craig’s List.
· Lotto and Gambling. Generally, people lose money on the lotto and especially gambling. If you quit or limit this, you will save money.
Don’t forget to monitor your credit report.  There are a number of ways available for doing this with or without cost.  It’s important to monitor your score, active accounts and balances and immediately contact a company if you note an error.  It takes time to correct errors and you want it to be correct prior to needing your credit report for whatever reason, a loan, a job, renting, etc.  

George Lorimer (1867-1937) wrote, and it is still applicable today, “It’s good to have money and the things that money can buy, but it’s good, too, to check up once in a while and make sure that you haven’t lost the things that money can’t buy”.  (He was a journalist and author.  Best know as the editor of The Saturday Evening Post.
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